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Distinguished Ambassadors and Panelists,  

The number of migrants crossing international borders is at its highest total in recorded 
history. Even more dramatic, as laid out in the interagency brief produced for this thematic 
session, is the fact that the number of people displaced within their own countries far exceeds 
those moving across international borders.  

While it is true that the current mixed flows of mass migrations often reveal serious failures 
and shortcomings on the part of States and the International Community, they also point to 
the aspiration of many to build a better life for themselves and their families. It is crucial that 
we view migration not as merely a negative phenomenon, but rather as a complex reality, one 
in which the needs and expectations of all those involved ought to lead to greater solidarity 
and to a coherent international framework for the global management of migration. A change 
of attitude towards migrants and refugees is needed, from defensiveness and fear, indifference 
and marginalization towards a culture of encounter and more creative forms of solidarity.   

Certainly, responsibility and burden sharing need to take into account a country’s wealth and 
level of development. The persisting economic crisis limits the options of a single country’s 
response to the emergencies, as do the devastating droughts in some parts of the world that 
weaken the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the increasing number of refugees and 
forcibly displaced persons. In this context, "the active involvement of international partners 
is indispensable”1.  

Pope Francis, however, reminds us that “working together for a better world requires that 
countries help one another, in a spirit of willingness and trust, without raising 
insurmountable barriers.”  Indeed, the best way forward is to start from this position of 

                                                   
1 http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/letters/2006/documents/hf_ben-xvi_let_20061216_vertice-g8_en.html 
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cooperation, and from there confront together the many global socioeconomic imbalances 
that we face and in which every country has a stake. 

Recognizing this, the International Community committed itself to the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. At its core is the eradication of poverty, the 
provision of universal access to health care and to quality education, and decent work. The 
Global Compact for Migration is a unique opportunity to develop concrete, coordinated 
policies and investments in these specific areas. Many private and public initiatives, especially 
at the local level, are already engaged in this work. The Global Forum on Migration and 
Development, as well as the various consultations currently being organized by the 
International Organization for Migration, are opportunities to see how these initiatives can 
be scaled bilaterally, regionally and internationally through the Global Compact.  

Finally, we must remember that before the right to emigrate, there is the right of all to remain 
in their countries in peace and economic security. Migration should not be a desperate 
necessity; it should be a choice. If the Global Compact adopts and implements this approach, 
migration will not only become voluntary but safer, more orderly and better governed by 
agreed regulations.  

Thank you.  

 

 


